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ARSTRACT

Chinese rugal-urhan mipranis’ post-migratory urhan fives seom Do e
discussed merely fram a socialogical perapective in mast of corrent studios
[(Yue gt al, 2013] where urban public space is seldonm stressed, neigher, My
research alme to explore the Fele of such apace in the migrant integeation by
Both developing the concept of intepration and examining migrant use of and
sense of place to such space during fieldwork in a Chinese mega city, The
evidende suggests that urban public space can pyamate integration via
varixius appraoachies, whereas this presentatien faouses on ane aspect: how
memnries and nastalgia, eveled during visits to guech space, epcourape The
migrants o achiewe 'place identity integration’ at different scales, Lo, @ Sense
of Belonging (Qian ef al, 2001) mw such space andfor the city, theeugh
Fosteving a sense of Familiarity and positive emotions, The mestalgia
asgeciated with rural hometowns a8 Strong emaotional ties, however, may
conwversely hinder migrants building a social identity &8 an Cinsider” and
paining helomginpness ta the bast city, While the influence of nestalgia an
Belongingisess s arpuahly  comsples, urhan  design  recammendatians
arignted 1 using postalpgia and elemonts That can beost pesitive Teelings o
wil Akt svigrant integeation are provided fnally
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BACKGROUND

8 [oternal migration is imporiact, and common in developing countries in Asia,
Africa und so on, so it should gain our attention

8 The largest human maohbility in the contemperary history: Chinese rural-to-
urban migration lasting for over 40 years in the mainland of China

8 The migrants undergo lots of inegualities in terms of employment, residence,
healthcare, child education, welfare and 50 on

8 With the development of the mainfand of China, the largest developing
country and the second largest economy globally, there are variows types of
migrants such as the old moving to cities to look after their {grand)children,
rather than merely traditienally-defined migrant workers

®  This research on migrants’ use of urban public space discovers how the space
can relate to their sense of belonging

CONCEPTS AND METHODS

®  Urhan public space can b urhan parks, pablic gardens, strects and plazas
*  Belonging here s considered as ‘sensn of helanging

®  Nostzlgha differs lrom bomesickness and can tripger positive leelings

® A Chinese niegacity Tor Estervicws with migrants and professionals in urhan
plannfng or migration studies, and abservation in pabilic spaces

KEY FINDINGS

®  Nostalgia or memories can be evoked in public space and help migrants form
a sense of helonging to the haost city

®  The nostalgia or memories can be on their hometowns and other places

®  Strong ties with their hometowns can hinder such sense of belonging

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

8  Io developing countries for interoal migrants, urban public space can be
designed and built to help migrants adapt themselves to the local
environment, especially near migrants’ residences if segregation is serious,
and then their health and wellbeing

8 Urhan desigo elements relevant to migrants” history/memories cn be set

8 Other secial and economic support measures should be wsed and advanced
to help internal migrants at the same time
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